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UNITED  STATES  DEPMTM^::NT   OF  AGRICULTURE 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
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SURVEY  OF  RADIO  AND  TEIEVISION 
I'IARKET  NEVJS  BROADCASTS 


More  than  1300  radio  stations  in  the  United  States  report  they 
are  broadcasting  Federal  or  Fedsral-State  market,  news  daily,  according 
to  a  survey  of  all  stations  made  recently  by  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agri3ul.ture.  A  total  of  82  tele-'/ision  stations  reported  they 
are  now  televising  market  news  regular ly* 

The  survey;  conducted  almost  every  year  by  the  U3DA  for  the 
past  3h   years^  was  made  to  assist  the  market  news  services  of  the 
Department  in  securing  effective'  dissemination  of  their  reports  and 
to  answer  inquiries  from  farmers  and  agricultural  organizations  as 
to  what  stations  carry  the  various  reports «  Of  the  17u5  AM  (standard 
band)  stations  replying^  1311  present  one,. or  mere  market  broadcasts 
regularly,  mostl;/  on  a  daily  basis,,     .   ;  • 

During  1921,,  the  first  year  cf  market  news  broadcasts^  o:-xy  3 
stations  carried  the  reports.  During  1951.3  the  year  cf  the  beginning 
of  the  use  cf  farm  market  news  by  tele\"ision  on  a  regular  basis,  only 
5  TV  stations  reported  such  programs 7. 

Replies  received  from  AM  stations  totaled  II7I  stations  regu- 
larly broadcasting  reports  on  livestock  and  livestock  products,  6C0 
on  fruits  and  vegetables,  6UI  on  grain  and  feed.  9U7  on  dairy  and 
po-jltry,  287  on  cotton,  So   on  tobacco,  and  lit.  on  naval  stores 
(turpentine  and  rosin) ^ 

Moreover,  69  television  stations  replied  that  they  reg'olarly 
carry  reports  on  livestock  and  livestock  products^  28  on  fruits  and 
vegetables,  UU  on  daily  and  poultry,  28  on  grain  and  feed,  I6  on 
cotton;  and  6  stations  did  not  specify  which  commodities  were  coveredo 

The  following  tabulations  give  details  from  the  sm'^vey,  xd.th 
comparative  figures  for  1952,  the  last  previous  surveys 


Agriculture -Washington 

AIC-29 
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RADIO  AMD  TELEVISION  MARKET  NEIJS  BROADCASTS 


Total  AM  (standard  band)  stations  queried 
Total  AM  (standard  band)  s-&ations  replying 
Niunber  of  radio  stations  reporting  regiilar 
broadcasts  of  agricultioral  .Tiarket  news  . 
.    -  Total 

By  commodities: 

Livestock,  Meats  and  '/:ool 
Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Grain  and  Feed 
Dairy  and  Poultry 
Cotton 

1 O Dae CO   9cc<sa«  teovsaac 

Naval.  Stores  9.«s«»ei«« 


t » n  f  i 

5  6  9  f  S 


9oceec9£9eea*oc«s«*c«*ct*o**7 


X  0  •  <)  e 
s  »  »  9  • 

;  0  *  •  • 


»09«««oa 


••c*«ecre«e4* 


s  c  •  •  ^ 

s  0  •  s  o 

'>  •  r  c  s 


In_195< 
2,239"" 
1.65U 


1,222 


In_195U 

""2,6E9" 

1,7U5 


1,311 


,ioU 

1,171 

565 

600^ 

592 

6ll^ 

863 

9U7-*^ 

268 

28?-;^ 

79 

96^ 

15 

lU 

•«•  The  above  totals  include  the  following  number  of  seasonal  broadcasts :  Fruit 
and  Vegetables,  51 J  Grain  and  Feed,  1;  Dairy  and  Poultry,  2;  Cotton,  llj 
Tobacco,  73o 


Number  of  television  stations  reporting  regular 
telecasts  of  agricultural  market  news 

By  commodities: 

Livestock,  Meats  and  Wool  . 
Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Grain  and  Feed 
Dairy  and  Poultry  , « 


o  f  «  t  c  < 

«  •  •  0  *  •  c 


Cotton  5  0 
Not  specified 


coef«s*9c**j(*c 
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In_1952 
18 

16 
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u 


In_1951i 
82 

69 
?8 
28 
Iw 
16 
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RADIO 


TELEVISION 


STATIONS  REPORTING      :  STATIONS  REPORTING 

.  NUlfflER  OF  MRIffiT  NEVJS              %     NUl^lBER  OF  MARKET  ^JEWS 

■_RETURNS_ BROADCASTS £  _  RETURNS mOADOABTS 

ALABAi^  U5  uO                .  2  2 

ARIZONA  23  8                .  k  •••'1 

ARKANSAS  31  ■-■                    29  2  ■■  ^•■•^■^  2 

CALIFORNIA  12?  66  2^  •;■./-'  5 

COLORADO  28  22  5  '.)-'■■. 2 

CONNECTICUT  1?  7  2  ■  ■•■"0 

DELAWARE  5  U                ■  0  0 

DIST.   OF  Ca,  7  2  3  rO 

FLORIDA  53  32                ••■  k  '1 

GEORGIA  U9  U2  8  '3 

IDAHO  19  -                      16  2  •0 

ILLINOIS  63  50  7-  k 

INDIANA                .43  III  6  5" 

ICWA  [l3  39  k  h 

KANSAS  33  31                ■  0  •  ■••  0 

KENTUCKY  38  31  3  •■■■■:1 

LOUISIANA  20  17  2  Z 

MAINE  11  7               ■  ii  .  :.    0 

MARYLAND  21  ..                      12    ^             -  3  -  •     2 

MASSACHUSETTS  3>3,  21  6  '1 

MICHIGAI^  59  •.                     ii3  U  ■■     1 

MINNESOTA  29  2$  3  '■'     1 

MISSISSIPPI  30  ■                      25  2-  1 

i^IISSOURI  50  U2  6  $ 

MONTANA  25'  19  U  } 

NEBRASKA  23  20  3  2 

NEVADA  9  3  2  0 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  9  5  1  ••;        0 

NEt/J  JERSEY  13  9  1  i-.v      0 

NEW  MEXICO  18  16  1  '-     0 

NEW  YORK  71  ••:                     ko  16  :           1 

NORTH  CAROLINA  k2  38  3                   •       ■         1 

NORTH  DAKOTA  17  1$  2  1 

OHIO  57  il6  8'  k 

OKLAHOMA  2h  29  h  3 

OREGON  UO  27  3  1 

PENNSYLVANIA  93  Sk  19  '••        h 

RHODE  ISLAND  8  3  2  1 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  36  ^2  8  1 

SOUTH  DAKOIA  12  11  Q  0 

TENl^SSEE  42  ■                    36  6  2 

TEXAS  121  100  22  9 

UTAH  16  3  2  '0 

VERI^ONT  5  U                   .  0  0 

VIRGINIA  38  •                    31                ' :  6  ■    -  :  •  2 

VJASHINGTON  46  '^                    ^3                   •  8  ■■      3 

IffiST  VIRGINIA  27  18  -^  0 

WISCONSIN  ^0  Ix  5  2 

VJYOMING          ■  ib  15  1  0 

TOTALS  ,,.      i,7U5  ::•.:  1,311                      "TjT   '■  ""HT 


NUMBER  OF  R.\DIO  STATIONS  BROADCASTINa  I^IAitKET  NHfJS  —  EY  COMMODITIES.  BY  STATES 


LIVESTOCK 
MEATS  & 
WOOL 


FRUITS 
&  VEG. 


GRAIN  & 
FEED 


DAIRY  & 

pou:ltey 


COTTON   tobacco 


NAVAL 
STORES 


Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 
Dist,  of  Cole 
Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky- 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New  Hampshire 
New  Jersey 
New  Mexico 
New  York 
North  Carolina 
North  Dakota 
Ohio 

Oklahoma 
Oregon 

Pennsylvania 
Rhode  Island 
South  Carolina 
South  Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West  Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


35 

6 

26 

56 

22 

h 

h 

2 

22 

39 

li; 

50 

kl 

38 

28 

30 


II 

8 

Ul 

26 

20 

U2 

17 

20 

3 

3 

2 
16 
33 
35 
13 
hS 
28 
26 
h3 

0 
26 
11 
36 
91 

8 

3 
30 
2k 
18 
kl 
15 


TOTALS 


0  «  •>  0 


1,1?1 
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10 
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26 
30 

9 

16 
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16 

7 
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23 

5 

10 

33 

1 

k 

2 

6 

1 

32 

20 

3 

17 

11 

18 

30 

3 

19 

3 

8 

38 

k 

3 

17 
17 
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12 
2 
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6 
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.-^ 
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0 

27 

17 

8 

28 

15 

17 
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C 

2 

9 

13 

8 

13 

30 

20 

il 

23 

0 

9 

8 

Ih 

53 

2 

0 

16 

12 

7 

20 
9 


32 

22 

52 

12 

7 

ii 

2 

17 

33 
30 

31 
21 
23 

P 
11 

15 
31 
16 
16 

31 

1 

13 
i 
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k3 

32 
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37 
20 
23 
k3 

3 
26 

7 
22 
69 
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k 
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13 
35 


20 
7 

21 

13 

1 
1 

0 

1 

8 

28 

0 

i 

0 
1 
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0 

1 

0 

18 

8 

1 

0 
0 
0 
8 
0 

12 
0 
k 

13 
0 
6 
0 

19 
1 
10 
57 
0 
0 
2 
0 

1 


0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
J. 
0 

1 
3 
9 
0 
0 
J. 
0 
1 

21 
0 
0 
3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2ii 

r\ 
\J 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 

9 
0 
10 
0 
0 
0 
7 
0 


6Ul 


9U7 


28? 


96 


2 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

k 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
•  0 
0 
0 

1 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

1 
0  .- 

0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
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TELEVISI0N_3TATI0KTS 

Northeast  Area  (9  Stations) 

Marylandj_ 
WMAR-TV,  Baltimore 
WBOC-TV,,  Salisbiiry 

Massachusetts  s 
""  WBZ-TV,  Boston 

New  Yorkj_ 
^TV,  Utica 

Pennsylvania : 

WLEV-TV,  Bethlehem 
WGAL-TV,  Lancaster 
WCAU-TV,  Philadelphia 
WIL-TV,  Philadelphia 

Rhode  Island^ 

WJAR-TV, ""Providence 

Vermont:      (None  reported) 

West_Virginia:  " 

Connecticut;  " 

Delaware^  " 

Dist_,  cf_Col_2,:  "  ■ 

Maine:  " 

New  Hampshire:  " 

New  Jerseyj^  " 


CARRYING JIARI^T  NEUS 

Southeast  Area  (lli  Stations) 

Alar.ama^ 
WBRC-TV,  Birmingham  ' 
WSFA-TV,  Montgomery- 
Florida: 
""  v7mBR-TV.,  Jacksonville 

Georgia: 

"WLWaTtV),  Atlanta 
WMAZ-TV,  Macon 
WJBF-TV,  Augusta 

Kentucicyj^ 

"  WHAS-TV,  Louisville 

M_s  sis_si£pi : 

"  WLBT-TV,"Jackson 

North  Carolina: 

■"  WLQS-TVj  Asheville 

South  Carolina: 
"  WIS-TV7  Columbia 

Tennessee: 
WMCTTtV),  Memphis 
WJHL-TV,  Johnson  City 

Virginia^ 

~"  WSVA-TV,  Harrisonburg 
WMEV-TV,  Marion 


TV  Stations  -  Contd. 


Midwest  Area  (23  Stations) 

Illinois^ 
.  "  WBKBTtV),  Chicago 
WNBQ(TV),  Chicago 
WHBF-TV.  Rock  Island 
WTVI(TV),  Belleville 

Indiana  j 
VJTTVTtV),  Bloomngton 
IJFBM-TV,  Indianapolis 
WFM-TV,  Lafayette 
WKJG-TV,  Fort  Wayne 

Iowa: 

~  WMT-TV,  Cedar  Rapids 
WOI-TV,  Ames 
WOC-TV,  Davenport 
WHO-TV,  Des  Moines 

Michigan; 
WWJ-TVT  Detroit 


Minnesota: 

"  KSTP-TV,  St, 


Paul 


Missouri_£ 

"  KCMO-TV,  Kansas  City 
WDAF-TV,  Kansas  City 
KFEQ-TV,  St,  Joseph 
KSD-TV,  St,  Louis 
K/JK-TV,  St,  Louis 

Nebraska : 
~  Kl^irvTTV)^  Omaha 
WW -TV,  Omaha 

North  Dakota: 
KCJB"TV,~Minot 

Ohi.o: 

■*  WCPO-TV,  Cincinnati 
VJBNS-TV,  Columbus 
WIl'JT(TV),  Cincinnati 
WSPD-TV,  Toledo 


Southwest  Area  (13  Stations) 

Arkansas: 

"  K?2'A-TV,  Fort  Smith 

KATV(TV),  Pine  Bluff -Little  Rock 

Colorado: 

"  KKTVTtV),  Colorado  Springs  - 
KLZ-iv,   Denver 

Louisiana J 

KNOE~TV,  Monroe 
WDSU-TV;  New  Orleans 

Oklahoma^ 

~  WKY-fv7  Oklahoma  City 

KWTV(TV),  Oklahoma  City 

KOTV(TV),  Tulsa 


Texas : 

"  w3lP-TV, 
KGUL-TV, 
KPRC-TV, 
KRID-TV, 
KDUB-TV, 
KCEN»TV, 
WOAI-TV, 
KCHC-TV, 
KROD-TV, 

Kansas  j^ 

New  Mexico ! 


Fto  VJorth 

Galveston 

Houston 

Dallas 

Lubbock 

Temple 

San  Antonio 

Texarkana 

El  Paso 


{iilone   reported) 


South  Dakota: 


(None  reported) 


Wisconsin; 

WEAU-TV,  Eau  Claire 
WBAI-TV,  Green  Bay 
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TV  Stations  -  Contd. 

Western  Area  (13  Stations) 

Ariz ona : 

~  I(PHO-TV,  Phoenix 

California : 

KJE0rTV)7  Fresno 
KI'IJ-TVj  Fresno 
KRCA(TV),   Hollywood 
KCCC-TVj  Sacramento 
KWG(TV),   Tulare 

Montana: 

"  KOOK-TV,  Billings 

KFBB-TV,  Great  Falls 

KGVO-TV,  Missoula 

Oregon? 

"  KVAL-TV,  Eugene 


Utah: 


(None  reported) 


Washington : 

"  KING-TV, "Seat tie 
KOMG-TV,  Seattle 
ICTNT-TV,  Tf-coma 


Wy omi n g : 
Nevada : 
Idaho ; 


(None  reported) 


The  Department  of  Agriculture's  market  news  and  area  information 
offices  each  day  prepare  information  on  markets,  food  supplies,  and 
related  agricultural  programs  for  transmission  by  press  associations 
to  radio  and  TV  stations c  Some  market  news  broadcasts  are  also  handled 
locally  by  USDA  offices  by  remote  control  and  some  market  news  programs 
are  televised  by  USDA  market  reporters  from  local  stations. 

The  principal  use  of  market  news  is  by  farmers,  shippers,,  and 
dealers.  It  is  used  in  planning  their  overall,  as  well  as  day-to-day 
operations*  Market  reports  provide  basic  information  for  many  economic 
and  statistical  and  long  and  short  range  market  studies « 

The  main  function  of  market  news  is  to  put  producers  of  agri- 
cultural products  on  a  more  nearly  equal  bargaining  basis  viith   other 
segrrients  of  industry  at  the  time  of  sale^ 


